
Knowledge Support Service for 
Biodiversity (part II)

• A collaborative approach to data, knowledge and 
learning to accelerate nature action
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Four critical elements for effective 
implementation of the GBF

Clear need, and opportunity, to federate efforts of

❑Existing institutions / agencies

❑ Scientific community

❑ Technology partners

❑ Funders / donors

NOBODY CAN PRETEND TO HAVE THE 4 CRITICAL ELEMENTS: 
we need a collective approach to implementation of the GBF
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Federation requires coordination
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https://dev-chm.cbd.int/tsc/tsc-iag/

Informal Advisory Group on Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation (IAG TSC)

https://dev-chm.cbd.int/tsc/tsc-iag/


Strategic advice to the Executive Secretary and to relevant bodies under the Convention 
and its Protocols on practical measures, tools, and opportunities to promote and facilitate 
technical and scientific cooperation, technology transfer, capacity development, 
knowledge management and the clearing-house mechanism in support of the 
implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

Capacity-Building 
and Development

Technical and Scientific
Cooperation

Knowledge Management

IAG TSC 33 Members (19 Parties + 14 organisations)

Informal Advisory Group on Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation (IAG TSC)

https://www.cbd.int/gbf/


Current work of KM team: 

1) What do we have?

Review compendia of global knowledge sources for update and improvement in view to 
map knowledge landscape (and gaps) for the GBF

https://dart.informea.org/compendia

Informal Advisory Group on Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation (IAG TSC)

https://dart.informea.org/compendia


2) What do we need?

• Can we all report progress towards the 23 Targets?

• Where are the main regional gaps? 

• Reuse for other MEAs?

Informal Advisory Group on Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation (IAG TSC)



3) A few challenges…

• Conditions of use of knowledge products? FAIR and CARE principles?

• Maintenance of information (living database)?

• List of common datasets (data -> information -> knowledge)?

• Capturing indigenous knowledge?

… partly answered by IPBES task force on Knowledge 
and Data (see https://www.ipbes.net/knowledge-
data)

Informal Advisory Group on Technical 
and Scientific Cooperation (IAG TSC)

https://www.ipbes.net/knowledge-data
https://www.ipbes.net/knowledge-data


Example of the EU’s Knowledge 
Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD)

❑Support to coordination of complex 
interactions between many actors

❑Help for prioritization of support requests

❑ Technical and scientific service for the 
implementation of EU biodiversity strategy 

KCBD is a small but key component in the 
knowledge landscape developing the main 
bridges for the implementation of the strategy



Conclusions on the GBF challenge and the 
support of a Global Knowledge Service

© Andrii Vodolazhskyi, Shutterstock

❑GBF is a unique opportunity for strengthening 
collaboration, knowledge transfer and capacity 
building around a common objective – GBF. We 
will need everyone on board!

❑Complex networks require coordination but also 
flexibility and filters (we need a brain!)

❑ A Global Knowledge Support Service for 
Biodiversity will be essential, it should not be large 
and expensive but it needs to be effective! (more 
like a Secretariat). 

❑Main resources must go to build capacity of Parties 
and major groups
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